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STAX 


f 

: VIETNAM: LEAKS FROM ANONY- ! 
) ' MOUS OFFICIAL SOURCES 4 


-Indeed, who are these official but un - 1 
named sources? As one Senator, I would i 
like to know in order to estimate the : 
significance of the story, In order to know 


DiBiuuctuiue oi we story, in order to know 
MANSFIELD. Mr, President, : what to tell my constituents when they : 

tri*ihnrj>rf fn imnumoR M TT .Q nfTi_ i , j , . . . ... * * 


..... r.rVo « ten my constituents when the 

stories attributed to unnamed "U.S. offi- inquire as to the Nation's policies re 


r — , nimuic to tne nations policies re- 

cials” have been appearing in the press, j. spooling Vietnam. Are these officials in 
to the effect that the war Jn Vietnam the White House? Are they in the De- ■ 

■rinM nnf. ripppccnrilv nnvA in Ann in a . **■*..* -r-v * . j. . ~ 


; y — n v. — i yvuuv .nuu&er Are tney m tile JJe- 

-does not necessarily have to end in a ... fense Department? The State Depart- 
negotiated settlement. The unnamed ment? The CIA? Or are they scattered 
•officials vi ant to be sure, apparently, throughoiTtte executive branch? 'Is it' 
,that the public understands that there is . the head of a department who advances 
I an alternative to negotiations. What ; this new concept of Vietnamese policy? 
these officials suggest, as the alternative, or is it a chairwarmer at a southeast! 
amounts to a total military solution, with -Asia desk somewhere or a guard at the 
the Vletcong being driven into a state front door of the Pentagon or the State/ 
of nonexistence. ;; Department? 

This thesis is valid as a basis for col- whoever they may be, one thing is cer- 1 
lege discussion It is valid as a subject ! tain about these unnamed official sources. 1 
for consideration in the classified ; They are most Irresponsible sources, ini 
recesses of the Executive branch of the j. a situation in which the utmost of re- 
Govcmment. It is not valid, however, j sponsibility is vital, and I use the word 
as a "leak" from anonymous official | vital, rarely and most advisedly. Here ! 
sources, leaving the strong impression ■ we have almost 150,000 men in Vietnam; ! 
that the Policy of seeking negotiations is . the number is going up steadily and the 
all but abandoned and we are about to ; end is not yet in sight. The President '• 
adopt a new one. Indeed, one newspaper j has made it clear, not once but a dozen I 
; carried a banner headline on the basis of ; times, that he seeks an end to the Viet-! 

! s ca !S,- u - s - ^ ow Sees Vietnam Vic- I namese conflict through negotiations, I 
i w/w- £ orc , 0f The impression j and that negotiations as soon as possible , 

left by the story is clear: It is that the ; are in the interest of this Nation and of !' 
doctrine of unconditional negotiations’ :! all concerned. That is his policy; that 

is about to be replaced by the doctrine is U.S. official policy— period 


ernment at any place at any time. / 

Fifteen efforts have been made to start ' 
these discussions, with the help of 40 na- 
tions throughout the world. Dut there has 
been no answer. But we are going to con- 
tinue to persist, if persist we must, until ! 
doath and desolation have led to the samo ' 
conference table where others could now join 
us at a much smaller cost. 


I have spoken many times of our objec- 
tives In Vietnam, Bo has tho Government 
of South Vietnam. Hanoi hno sot forth its ! 
own proposals. We are ready to discuss 
their proposals and our proposals and any 
proposals of any Government whose pcoplo , 
may be affected, for we fear the meeting . 
room no more than wo fear the battlefield. , 
And in this pursuit wo welcome, and we ask 
for the concern and the assistance of any 
nation and all nations. . 

* - * • *■ • 


And if the United Nations and its officials . 
or any one of Its 114 members can by deed 
or word, private Initiative or public action, 
bring us nearer on honorable peace, then 
they wUl have tho support and gratitude of j 
the United States of America. 1 


. jo u.o. uuicuu poucy — penoa. 

of unconditional triumph as official r n thom , 

noliev. Whether that is neeurntn nr „ In . he !° circumstances, for an im- 


policy. Whether that is accurate or not, ’ named official Un ' 

is beside the point. Whether it is a : kUe ffiscu^fon if that^ wha/ft !, n 
nractlcal nosslhlUtv la hcdrfn the nnlnt 1 . e a , usslC> n— if t “ at “ What it Was — • 


practical posslbilitv Is heVlde the nAint ' la ‘ e “scussion— if that is what it was— 
practical possibility is beside the point. , 0 f an alternative policy of triumph by 

The point is that official United States , attrition, is, to say tho least, a breach of 

policy on Vietnam, as enunciated time ; trust. With the President in the hospl- 

malns one of^kinfattnorab^nego 0 -' ! Sit ^ indCCd ’ ^ lnexcusable breach oi 

men^nofto Sve thSsfTST^ T ? 

• possibility that a war of attrition without i policy w the presb3ent / 8 

• , , , , . ■ - . ■ . PWicy. Much less is it your function to 

■ .negotiation can end in a triumph in 1, advance publicly alternatives to Ills poli- 
i 5 ’ ri?.’ or ?- 5 , ^ ca y S- ... , , . pies, even under the anonymous cloak of 

i The point is, too, that it is not college "official sources.” Your function Is to 
students or professors without responsi- ■ advise the President and carry out in 
lability for official policy who are advanc- good faith, foreign policies which’ ho 
ing this concept; it is not the press or po- makes in accord with constitutional 
lltical leaders out of office and without processes. Any other course nartioii- 
official responsibilities; it is not the Rep- larly in the critical Vietnamese situation 
, rescntatives or Senators, who have indc- Is an invitation to a lengthening of tho 
pendent constitutional responsibilities, casualty lists, to the most serious dlffi- 


I’ve directed Ambassador Goldberg to go to 
Now York today, and to presont Immediately- 
to Secretary General U Thant a lottor from 
me requesting that all tho resources and the 
i .energy and the Immense prestige of the 
l United Nations be employed to find ways to 
halt aggression and to bring peace In Vlet- 


But we insist and wo will always Insist that 
the people of South Vietnam shall have the 
right of cholco, the right to sbapo their own ' 
destiny In free elections In tho South or 
, throughout all Vietnam undor International 
supervision, and they shall not have any 
Government imposed upon thorn by force 
and terror so long as we can prevent it. 

• * • •. • - 


As I Just said, I hope that every member, ' 
of the United Nations that has any Idea or" 
any plan, any program, any suggestion, that 
they, will not let them go unexplored. 

* * ~ a. _ » 


“".-T lu^vumMiiiwcc, vjcvouu.ai/jt iicwj, II1C HIOSU ECllOUS dim- 

who afe discussing this alternative pol-i culties and division at home and to dis- 
. ; „ Ra , thcr ’ it; \ s hnohymous "U.S. offi- aster in our relations with the rest of tho 
cials’’ who can have no responsibflities world. 


j And as I have said so many times. If anyone 
* questions our good faith and will ask us to 
j meet them to try to reason this matter out, 1 
1 they will find ua at tho appointed place, the 
appointed time and the proper chair. 


except official responsibilities in these That ought to be understood without 


— r, ui vt), -, vuBiLst tu w unu erst ooa without 

matters; it is U.S. officials who are not! the saying. by every appointed official of 
privileged to speak on policy outside of the Government. The recent rash of 
the walls of the Executive branch except - anonymous official speculation on Viet- 
as they express the official policy of the nam, however, makes it clear that it 
United States as enunciated by the Presi- heeds to be said. 

dent and under his direction, and with! Mr, President, I ask unanimous con- 
his approval. For them to speak other- sent to have printed in the Record nino 
wise, even anonymously, , is to imply experpts from the President’s statement 
stiongly that the, President of the United to the press on July 28, 1965, articles and 
States so thinks. j editorials on this subject. 

Now, it is true that these official, There being no objection, the material 
sources were at pains to make it clear- was ordered to be printed In the Record 
that they support the President’s policy! as follows: , 'j 

of seeking an end to the Vietnamese con- , i i 

vn^L b L nC u° tlat i? n3 ’ evcn M they ad ' , So °ond, onoe the Communists know, ns wo 
vance an alternative approach of a eolu- know, that a violent solution is impossible 
tlon by^attrition. Well, if they are sup-! then ft peaceful solution is inevitable, wo | 
porting the President’s policy, why do, Aro re ^y n<w * ft* wo have always been, to j 
they insist upon remaining unnamed?:- S.2T® “ om the battlefield to the conference j 

SSiEEf 1 

cussing with tho press?, r , , gin -unoondltiqoal dloouuloiu wim imy GovI , 


A. I have made very clear In my Ban Fran- 
cisco speech my hope that tho Secretary 
'General under his wise leadership would ex- 
plore every possibility that might lead to 
a solution of this matter. In my letter to 
tho Secretary General this morning which 
Ambassador Goldberg will dellvor later la 
tho day, I reiterate my hopes and my desires 
and I urge upon him that ho — If ho agrees— 
that ho undertako now efforts In this direc- 
tion. 

Ambassador Goldberg understands the : 
challenge. We spent tho weekend talking 
about the potentialities and the possibilities, 
our hopes and our dreams, and I bcllovo > 
that wo will hove on able advocato and a ! 
searching negotiator who, X would hope, 
could someday find success. 


A. We have stated time and tlmo again 
that we would negotiate with any Govern- 
ment, any time, any place. The Viotcong 
■would have no difficulty tn being represent- 
ed and having their view* presented if Hanoi 
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for ft moment decides that she wants to ccaso 
aggression, and Iwould not thluk that would 
bo an insurmoApiWCVeaifiOrftRaleaS 
think that could bo worked out. • 

[From the St, Louis (Mo.) Post-Dispatch, 
Oct. 17, 10051 

Sthategt Chance in Vietnam — Beeie r Grow- 
ino That Lahce-Scale U.S. Eitobt Mat 
Succeed Soon 

(By Richard Dudman) ' 

■Washington, October 10. — The outlines of_ 
a new strategy In Vietnam are emerging as' 
the influx of massive American military 
strength begins to take effect. 

In its simplest terms, the now strategy ■ 

; calls lor the use of large amounts of Amerl- • 
' can men and guns to win a military victory 
. in the south. i 

Somo spectacular successes havo changed 
, tho ofllclal atmosphere from the pessimism 
' of 0 months ago, when tho American effort 
faced Imminent military defeat, to a growing 
• conviction that the back of tho Insurgency 
can ' bo broken In the foreseeable future, . 
possibly within months. 

1 Even the failures havo helped promote the 
..emerging strategy. The lesson many plan* 
"ners drew this week, when 2,000 Vlctcong : 
slipped out of a trap sprung by combined 
American and South Vietnamese forceB, was: y 
Secrecy Is hotter kept when tho Americans go 1 
■ it alono. , 

Tho successes havo strengthened tho posl- 
tlon of tho so-called war hawks — thoso who 
novor had much uso for "special warforo" 
and counterinsurgency techniques, who . 
wanted to bomb North -Vietnam or oven. 
China years ago, who have regretted Prcsl- 
. dent Lyndon B.' Johnson's offers to negotloto, 

I and who believe that pcaco talks now would 
, lead to a neutralist South Vietnam Instead 
of tho antl-Communlst bastion they see as a 
‘possibility. ■ * ' j 

Tho "relatively benign policy of countcrln- ‘ 

1 surgcncy” must bo put aside for tho tlmo ■ 

! being. In tho words of a policy paper being ; 

circulated at high levels in tho adminls- i 
f tratlon. j 

! As rclianco on armed force increases, Iceb 
’• la heard about the winning of the hearts and 
minds of the population. 

Officials no longer are reluctant to talk: 

' about American uso of napalm, tear gas, and 
: crop-destroying aerial sprays. Six months 
ago. If they wero discussed at all It was to, 

‘ emphasizo how little they were being used. 

Despite efforts to avoid Injuring civilians 
i In the fight against tho Vietcong, women 
, and children and old men aro Inevitably; 
among tho victims of a war fought lncreas-i 
lngly with heavy bombs and artillery. 

A new defeneo of this strategy Is being 
heard in Washington. Critics aro being as- 
sured that surveys of civilian populations' 
subjected to air attacks show that they 
blamo the war In gcnoral for their Buffering 
.rather than tho particular nation tljat Is 
doing tho bombing. ! 

Ono student of civilian bohavior, arguing 
in support of tho enlarged war In Vietnam, 
contends that tho rape of a single Vietnamese 
woman by an American soldier causes far. 
more resentment against the United States, 
than does tho destruction of an entiro vll-l 
lago. ! 

Lees is hoard, too, about a negotiated set-' 
Moment. When tho outlook was black, the. 
administration was nagging potential go-';- 
botweehs In Comrin£nlst and' neutralist coun-;' 
tries to try to persuade North Vietnam to' 
come to tho conference tablo. i 

Now that tho military situation appears! 
brighter, officials are emphasizing that ne- 
gotiation with tho Communists Is not they 
only likely solution. i 

Officials pointed out this week that the- 
problem could also bo solved by an mmn- : ' 
nounccd slowing down of North Vietnamese 
assistance and Vietcong activity In tho south.! 

Tho outcome thus need not follow tho pat-, 
torn of tho. Indochina War or the Algerian 
revolution, with thoir formal peace talks 

9 m C between tho insurgents and tho French, In-!' 
1 d 03 ' stead, It could follow tho examples of Greece' 
and tho Philippines after World War II, 
when both nations successfully resisted Com-! 
munlst-lod Insurgencies. ■; . .. . j 


In Greece, the’ officials pointed out, the 

tGa Pl / wero W ° m d0WU 11113 

plication was that the Communist-led forces";’ 
In South Vietnam might he worn down 
eventually and caused to retreat Into North 
Vietnam. 

President Johnson has by no means bought 


It assumes also that American , power— 
lanes crisscrossing tho country and bomba' 
'arjldlng places — can make ’ 
a country almost ns big os Missouri an im- ” 
possible placo to operate. 

On the political side, It assumes that the ' 
government of Gen. Nguyen Cao Ky, the! 
chief of tho Vietnamese air force, repre- 'J 


tho entire hard line. Ho has not accepted , cents a new breed of leaders, able at lost to 
tho formula attributed to tho new Director inspire tho pcoplo with a revolutionary spirit' 
of tho Central Intel ligence Agency, William that will unify them in tho fight. 

P. Raborn, Jr.— "a Ifottcrdam policy in the Finally, this analysis assumes that favor-', 
north and a Dominican policy in the south. ftble re8Ulta wiu coma very floon , President' 
Raborn is said to have explained that this, j 0 ) msQ]1 would find It embarrassing to go to 
meant saturation bombing of Hamfi and toe wuntr y Peking selection la 1868 with 
sending Into South Vietnam five times as, a .talematsd war still on his hands, and the 
many troops as scorned ncccflsaiy. , ever-^ge, conflict could well bo an Issue In 

Bombers attacking tho north have kept .the congressional elections next year. . 


clear of tho Hanoi area, where thero would 
bo a chance of direct military confrontation " 
with tho Soviet Union. Russian-built mis- 
siles, which arc concentrated around the. 
North Vietnamese capital, havo shot down 
flvo American planes In the last 4 months. 

Tho American troop buildup has reached 
145,000 and is oxpectcd to roach 200,000 , 
ovcntually. Somo military lcadors speak of 
a million-man American force, but others 
scoff at that figure. American troops in the 
Korean war numbered about 250,000. 

A measure of tho buildup is tho weekly 
casualty figure. Fifty-eight Americans were . 
killed In action In Vietnam last week. Total 
American casualties . rose to 806 hostile : 
deaths, 300 nonhostilo deaths, 4,269 wounded 
In action, 76 missing In action, and 21 do-" 
talncd by tho enemy. 

Strategists generally ovoid the term "vlc- 
'tory although In recent weeks that Is clearly 
what somo of them havo had In mind. 

They base their present optimism on tho 
apparent ability of the Increased manpower 
and firepower to defeat the Vietcong any 
tlmo tho Reds stand still for a fight In regi- 
mental or division strength. The war had 
been going In the direction of big-unit en- 
gagements, and the South Vlctnameso Army 
was in serious trouble until bolstered by 
American combat troops. 

. The Immediate task, therefore, Is to pound 
and kill and harry tho Vlctcong's main force 
until It gives up or, moro likely, breaks .up- 
Into small guerrilla bands to continue tho, 
fighting without affording a good target. 

Once the Vietcong havo been forced to 
return to guerrilla warfare, It Is thought 
here, tho Insurgency will bo close to defeat. 
Tho shift will meoji breaking up elaborate 
supply linos for weapons and supplies, going 
back to using homemade or captured Amerl-. 
con arms, and, worst of all, admitting to the 
Vietcong rank-and-file that there will not be 
a quick victory after all. 

Tho strategy paper mentioned earlier says' 
that there, are three possible outcomes from 
the American point of viow— defeat, a stale- 
mate, or victory. It says that a stalemate 
would ho tho hardest to achieve. Tho Impli- 
cation is that victory should bo tho goal. 

Ono policymaker who holds that view 
makes tho further point that victory Is 
posslhlo once the United States has forced 
the Vietcong to roturn to guerrilla warfare. 

He reasons that guerrilla wars Invariably 
are won or lost, that they never end In o' 
draw. A ceasefire would mean that the Viet- 
cong would promptly lose all tho gray areas, 
tho territory where It can operate but can- 
not make a permanent stand. The reason, 
ho says, is that the Vietnamese Army would 
uso a ceasefire to clean out any guerrillas 
remaining in such areas. j \ 

Thoso who see tho new strategy In these' 
terms contend that progress cannot bo meas- 
ured merely In enemy casualties. They call . 
an operation a success even if it results In ' 
few Vietcong bodies, beeauso the ' objective ■ 
Is not so much to kill the enemy as to harass i 
him and prove to him that his war Is un-,; 
profitable. 

They insist also that the bombing of North “ 
Vietnam Is hurting the Hanoi regime serl -4 
ously and must be continued with no letup, ' 

This analysis rests on Borne broad assump- . 
tions, which may or may not stand up. .; 

It assumes that the Vietcong lack the re- i 
slllency to return to guerrilla warfare and go ’> 
on effectively with the kind of fighting that ;! 
took the British 10 yean to suppress in ' 
_ j, _ ■ v , . $ 


f-vj.JJ-rfi A. - . 
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